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UPON THE MOUNTAINS THE WASATCH MILITIA 
on; ? 7] The early years of Wasatch County were years of wildest ro- 
mance and adventure. The purpose of the first settlers to establish 
a homesite in a forboding area was memorable. In the main these 
early people were not farmers, but good farmers they became. They 
were not military men but soldiers they had to be. Days were | 
i times to be cautious and darkness was a fearsome thing. Every 
“A rock or tree or gully was a possible screen for a savage Red Man 
\ intent on plunder or murder. “— 

By the spring of 1866 many settlers had joined the 1859-60 
people and thriving settlements were established in fertile parts of 
the valley. If only the Indians had been less warlike the pioneers 
could have been very happy. Crops had been grown; contrary to 
first predictions. Stout hearts were determined that Heber Valley 
also should “blossom as the rose.” 

On May 1, 1866 several companies of fighting men were must- 
ered into service-by.Mayor John_W. Witt, who was co ing 
officer of the Wasatch Militia. The County was divided into six 
divisions with officers to_command each section. John Hamilton ~ 
and_Sidney_Eppcrson held the rank of. Major. John Crook, David 
Van Wagoner and Charles H. Wilcken were Battalion Adjts. , 

‘As the summer of 1866 advanced more men joined the army - 
while the families from the out-lying places moved into Heber for | 
* protection. : 


R one 
Residence of Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Wherritt, one of the finest early homes in Heber. Built Sanaa Sof n Nutr Ju VHEK — 
in the early 1900's by John Austin and purchased by Dr. Wherritt in 1908. It was built us : 
before electricity and city water were supplied. Water for the home was hand pumped 
from a well on the lot to tanks in the top of the home which supplied pressured water. 
It is still one of the outstanding homes of the city. 


of this some white settlers retaliated by killing a few Indians. The war 
began in earnest then. 

Because the Indian reservation was located in Wasatch County the 
leaders of the territorial militia advised that the people band together to 
protect themselves. One small settlement was formed at Midway, but 
most of the valley moved into Heber City. 

In the meantime, Colonel Robert T. Burton and David J. Ross came 
to Heber on May 26, 1866, and enrolled all the available men in the 
valley into companies to protect the people and their animals. John W. 
Witt was appointed major of the county militia with Charles Wilcken 
as adjutant. William M. Wall was appointed Captain. of a cavalry 
company and John Hamilton and Thomas Todd were captains of in- 
fantry companies. John Galligher was a captain of a silver grey com~ 
pany. The Midway cavalry company was headed by Sidney Epperson, 
and Ira Jacob was captain of the Midway infantry. Other officers of 
the militia were John Crook, David Van Wagoner, Joseph McCarrel and 
John M. Murdock. 

One of the first acts of the Wasatch militia was to make peace. A 


